香  港  人  權  監  察
HONG KONG HUMAN RIGHTS MONITOR
香 港 上 環 文 咸 西 街 44-46號 南 北 行 商 業 中 心 602 室
Room 602, Bonham Commercial Centre, 44-46 Bonham Strand West, Sheung Wan.
電話Phone: (852) 2811-4488    傳真Fax: (852) 2802-6012
24 August 2010 
Consul General Claro S. Cristobal,
Philippine Consulate General 

Fourteenth Floor, United Centre

95 Queensway, Admiralty

Hong Kong (Fax: 2866-9885 / 2866-8559 )

Mr. Claro S. Cristobal, 
We, a local NGO in Hong Kong, would like to express our deepest concerns regarding the hostage incident in Manila on 23 August 2010. We would be grateful if you could redirect our concern to your government for consideration. 

Rolando Mendoza, who was a former senior police officer, took passengers of the Hong Kong tourist bus hostage with a rifle demanding the reconsideration of his dismissal over extortion charges for approximately 12 hours on 23 August 2010. The standoff ended when the Philippine police stormed the bus after gun shots were heard from the bus and Mendoza was subsequently shot dead. Among the hostages, 8 of Hong Kong people were killed and 7 were wounded.

We are discontented over the Philippine Police’s way of handling the incident and this has raised doubts over whether the safety of hostages should really be put on top priority while the Philippine Police carried out its action. 

We urge for an in-depth independent inquiry comprising of human rights experts particularly the Philippine National Human Rights Commission and credible forensic autopsy experts. The investigation report should be made open to public and subject to monitoring.

The investigation should provide the detailed descriptions of the incidents and particularly include the following:

· The process and content of the negotiations among Mendoza, negotiators and his brother including Mendoza’s demands and the responses from the Philippine Government and the justification for the handling of deals;  
· The process of the escalation of the conflict, particularly the justifications for arresting Mendoza’s brother for being guilty of conspiring and surrounding the bus by Special weapons and tactics (SWAT) police during the standoff which led to the rise of tension; 

· Details of the gunshots by the SWAT Police and Mendoza including the time, number and destination of gunshots and under what circumstances the shots were fired; 

· Detailed descriptions on the death and injuries of the hostages particularly whether they were killed or hurt by SWAT Police or Mendoza, the process and the causes of death or wound;

· The justifications of strategies, decision making and actions taken by the Philippine SWAT Police and if they are in compliance with international human rights standards and the hostages’ safety, particularly the reasons, process and steps taken to ensure the hostages’ safety of their decision to break into the car after the escaped driver claimed all the hostages were dead and whether they knew that some hostages were alive when they made the decision, in addition the period from breaking into the car till Mendoza was shot dead;
· Descriptions and evaluations of the measures and equipment to protect the safety and assist the work of the Philippine SWAT Police in handling the hostage incidents;

· Evaluation of the current policies, procedural manuals and the training for the Philippine SWAT Police for handling the hostage incidents. Whether they are in compliance with international human rights standards and put the hostages’ safety as top priority;
· Investigation of Mendoza’s demands on the wrong accusations and injustices; 
· Recommendations and steps taken to prevent the occurrence of similar incidents; 
· Investigation and implementation of measures to prevent the torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment the Police in Manila has treated its suspects. 

Moreover, we hope the Philippine Government will conduct a fair investigation and trial for its accusations over Mendoza’s brother and the bus driver. 

We also hope the Philippine Government will not shirk its responsibilities for the hostage incident by blaming the media for broadcasting the event which worsen the situation.

Thank you for your assistance.

Yours faithfully,
Hong Kong Human Rights Monitor
� CNN: Gunman in the Philippines ends standoff by killing 8, wounding 7, August 24 2010 http://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/asiapcf/08/23/philippines.bus.hostages/index.html#fbid=0dO2yYfKnVO&wom=false
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