  南韓國家人權委員會於2001年成立。曾被評為亞洲最佳模範人權機構，也一直被國際推動及保護人權之國家機構協調委員會(ICC)評為A級，但自李明博總統就職以來，南韓國家人權委員會屢次被質疑無法發揮功能，無法積極回應人權侵害事件，甚至被質疑無法捍衛自身的獨立性。2008年，南韓總統職務委交委員會建議南韓人權委員由總統辦公室直接管轄，聯合國人權事務高級專員曾就此致函南韓政府，指出有關建議將會危及南韓人權委員會的「國際高度尊重的國家人權委員會」以及「其他國家模範」的地位。ICC亦致函促請南韓政府重新考慮削資的決定，以免影響南韓人權委員會的獨立性以至它於ICC的地位。

較早前，現任南韓人權委員會主席賢丙哲於國會發言，認同政府去年大幅削減人權委員會21.2%人手是合理決定。就人權委員會的定義，賢丙哲認為把人權委員會置於行政機構下維持自治，是現時的法律現實，他需要更多時間思量，到底人權委員會仍如此，還是應該獨立於行政、立法及司法機構。
作為人權委員會之首，本應是責無旁貸地捍衛人權委員會的獨立性，然而賢丙哲在國會的發言反映他欠缺捍衛獨立的人權委員會的承擔，與早前面對政府威脅的人權委員會堅持捍衛獨立性的立場大相逕庭，他所帶來的損害更甚於政府行動。因此，亞洲國家人權委員會民間團體監督網絡(ANNI)深表關注，並致函促請賢丙哲，遏力維持人權委員會的完整性以及獨立性，並確保它符合《巴黎原則》。

原文：06 October 2009
Dear Mr. Hyun Byung-chul,

The Asian NGOs Network on National Human Rights Institutions (ANNI) writes to you today with deep concern regarding your recent statements at the National Assembly, which we feel severely compromised the independence of the National Human Rights Commission of Korea (NHRCK).

On 18 September, you appeared before the National Assembly and testified regarding two ongoing issues within the NHRCK. When lawmaker Mr. Jang Jae-won asked you about your view of the government making a significant reduction of 21.2% of the staffs at the NHRCK last April, you had expressed your agreement of the government’s actions and even cited  that it had legitimate reason to do so. Furthermore, lawmaker Mr. Shin Ji-ho questioned you on your definition of the status of the NHRCK as whether it should be an independent commission, separate from the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of the government, or whether it should remain autonomous, yet belong under the executive branch of government. You responded that “legally the latter view is the case, but I have yet to think more about it.”  

These two statements made by you are indeed alarming because they go against the previous stand of the NHRCK when it asserted its independence in the face of threats coming from the government. The international community stood by the NHRCK during those challenging times, including the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (ICC). On 16 January 2008, when the Presidential Transition Committee made the recommendation to place the NHRCK under the direct control of the Office of the President, the UN High Commissioner on Human Rights herself, Ms. Louise Arbour, transmitted a letter to the government of the Republic of Korea expressing her concern over this recommendation and pointed out that this would compromise the position of the NHRCK as an “internationally highly regarded national human rights institution” and a “model for other countries.”  Furthermore, last March, the ICC had written to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of the Republic of Korea, urging them to reconsider their decision to significantly reduce the staff of the NHRCK given the impact it may have on the NHRCK’s independence and therefore its status within the ICC.

We view these statements made by you as threats to the independence of the NHRCK. We see this as even more dangerous than the previous actions of the government since these threats are emerging from within the institution itself. 
We cannot emphasize enough the importance of protecting the independence and integrity of the NHRCK, an exemplary institution in and beyond Asia, especially during these times when more and more NHRIs in the Asian region are struggling against efforts that threaten their capability to promote and protect human rights.

We therefore strongly urge you to keep the integrity and independence of the NHRCK and to demonstrate that the NHRCK is indeed in compliance with the Paris Principles. We demand that your office demonstrate that it is able to ensure and preserve the independent status of the NHRCK.

We look forward to your response on this matter. Please email us at hrd@forum-asia.org or contact us at +66 2 653 2940 local 403. 

Yours truly,

Emerlynne Gil
Coordinator

Asian NGOs Network on National Human Rights Institutions (ANNI)

 

 

For more information, questions, or clarifications, please contact us through hrd@forum-asia.org or tel. no. +66 2 653 2940 local 403.
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