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23 October 2009
Initiate Discussion to Establish SAARC Human Rights Mechanism
We welcome launching of the first regional human rights mechanism in the Asia Pacific region, to be known as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Inter-governmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) on 23 October 2009. We believe that the commitment made by states in the region to move towards for the implementation of their human rights commitments is an important step forward to protect and promote the human rights of people living in the ASEAN region.

While welcoming the important move of ASEAN states, we would like to request South Asian states to initiate discussion for the establishment of regional human rights body in South Asia. There is no regional mechanism on Human Rights in South Asia such as in Europe, America, Africa and recent as in Southeast Asia except SAARC 'Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms' of the people of the region. However, the instrument is not enough to fight the emerging situation of impunity and issues of lawlessness in the member countries. Human rights defenders in South Asia continuously face threats to their lives and security and perhaps thousands of human rights defenders face such challenges daily on the ground.

SAARC Social Charter and Convention on Trafficking have not been able to delve into the issue of protection and promotion of Human Rights through universally accepted norms of Rule of Law. Considering the large territory and population, including emerging economies in the world, SAARC should be able to prove its significance towards the best values of human beings through the respect for and practices of the principles of Human Rights in the region.

A regional mechanism can help address this problem to ensure that all SAARC member states adhere to international human rights standards; to provide a common platform where SAARC member states, being socio-politically different from each other, can articulate their human rights-related concerns; and to cooperate to address violations and collectively show its stand on human rights-related issues.

The establishment of the regional human rights body can play fundamental role in protecting and promoting international human rights standards by helping to address shortcomings in national frameworks and complement existing international human rights mechanisms.  

Further, we urge SAARC to promote the increased and institutionalized role of civil society groups to encourage their full integration in the process of the establishment and development of the SAARC human rights body, to create a “people-oriented SAARC”.  Engaging civil society and deriving international experience through it would be valuable process to internalize SAARC with the people of the region.
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